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California court strikes down gay 
marriage 
 
On October 5, 2006, a state appeals court upheld California's 
ban on same-sex marriage. 
 
In reversing the March 2005 ruling of a San Francisco trial 
judge, the 1st District Court of Appeal in San Francisco 
ruled by 2-1 that it is up to the Legislature, not the courts, to 
change the traditional definition of marriage as a union between 
a man and a woman. 
 
"We conclude California's historical definition of marriage does 
not deprive individuals of a vested fundamental right or 
discriminate against a suspect class," the court said. "The time 
may come when California chooses to expand the definition of 
marriage to encompass same-sex unions. That change must 
come from democratic processes, however, not by judicial fiat." 
 
In March 2005, San Francisco Superior Court Judge Richard 
Kramer ruled that the state's existing marriage laws violated the 
civil rights of gays and lesbians by denying them "the basic 
human right to marry a person of one's choice" and by 
discriminating on the basis of gender and sexual orientation. 
 
Following Kramer's decision, the Legislature last year became 
the first lawmaking body in the nation to legalize gay marriage. 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed the bill, saying it was up 
to voters or the courts, not lawmakers, to settle the contentious 
issue. 
 
The bill's sponsor, Assemblyman Mark Leno, plans to 
reintroduce the measure to allow gay marriage at the end of the 
year. 
 
 
[Note from the editor: the "traditional" and "historical" 
definition of marriage as one between a man and a woman 
exists in California since 1977 when the marriage laws were 
changed to reflect that definition. In other words, this 
"traditional" and "historical" definition is barely 30 years old!] 

Judge Rules Rhode Island Same-Sex 
Couples can Marry in Mass. 
 
September 29, 2006  
 
Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) hailed as 
another step toward marriage equality today’s decision by a 
Massachusetts trial court allowing same-sex couples from 
Rhode Island to marry in Massachusetts. The judge found no 
explicit prohibitions in Rhode Island law that would prevent 
such marriages. 
 
“At last the fence of discrimination has been removed at the 
border of Massachusetts and Rhode Island,” said Michele 
Granda, the GLAD attorney who represented plaintiffs 
Wendy Becker and Mary Norton of Providence. “Loving, 
committed, Rhode Island couples can now affirm their 
relationships in the most public and respected way our 
society knows.” 
 
The decision from Judge Thomas Connelly came after the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court decided in March of 
this year that only couples from states with no “express 
prohibition” against marriage in their home state could 
marry here.  
 
Wendy Becker and Mary Norton, parents of two children, 
have been together for 19 years. When marriage became 
available to same-sex couples in Massachusetts in May 
2004, they traveled to Attleboro, Massachusetts and filed a 
notice of intention to marry. Before they could actually 
marry, however, the Romney administration invoked an 
antiquated 1913 law and ordered town clerks to stop issuing 
marriage licenses to couples from other states.  
 
 
 
[Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders is New England’s 
leading legal rights organization dedicated to ending 
discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, and HIV status. GLAD is active in all six 
New England states. www.glad.org] 

Win in New Jersey: 
Court Calls Denial of Marriage Rights and Responsibilities Unconstitutional 
October 25, 2006 
 
Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (www.glad.org) said today’s New Jersey Supreme Court ruling opens the door to ending 
marriage discrimination against same-sex couples in the state.  All seven of the Court’s justices found a constitutional violation in 
denying same-sex couples the rights and responsibilities of marriage.  Four of the justices said that the legislature must take the 
next step in deciding how best to end the discrimination. 
 
The court gave the legislature six months to either amend the state's marriage statutes to include gay people, or write a new law in 
which same-sex couples "would enjoy the rights of civil marriage." 
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THANK YOU SO MUCH! 
 

PFLAG would like to acknowledge the following local businesses for their generous donations, outstanding 
community outreach and commitment to diversity, which enabled us to provide food for our 

Southern California Regional Conference on September 16, 2006. 
PFLAG encourages its members, families and friends to support these businesses. 

• Trader Joe’s - 8611 Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood 90069 / 310-657-0152 

• Pizza Hut - 8613 Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood 90069 / 310-289-6555 

• Subway - 8617 Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood 90069 / 310-659-4225 

• Pavilions Market - 8969 Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood 90069 / 310-273-0977 

• Whole Foods - 7871 Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood 90046 / 323-848-4200 

• Starbucks - 8595 Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood 90069 / 310-659-1856 

• Koo Koo Roo - 8250 Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood 90069 / 310-657-3300 

• Ralphs Market - 7257 Sunset Blvd. West Hollywood 90046 / 323-512-8382 

• Urth Café - 8565 Melrose Ave. West Hollywood 90069 / 310-659-0628 
 
• Wolfgang Puck Catering - 6801 Hollywood Blvd. Hollywood 90028 / 323-491-1300 
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Great News! 
 

Now you can read our newsletter 
online at  

 
http://www.pflagla.org/resources.html 
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T r a n s A c t i o n  
 

 

Free support group! 
 
If you are the parent/guardian/caregiver 
of a transgender child, please join this 
support group which is a project of FTM 
Alliance of Los Angeles and Childrens 

Hospital Los Angeles. 
 

Next meeting: Saturday, December 16, 
1p.m. - 3p.m. 

 
Conference room, 4th floor 

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
5000 Sunset Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90027 
 

This free, confidential group is for parents 
and guardians and other caretakers 

(grandmothers, foster parents) whose 
children identify as transgender or gender-

questioning, or who just express their 
gender in ways you have trouble with. 

 

Come to share your story and find support 
among other adults whose children are 
exploring and struggling with the difficult 
issue of gender identity. Please do not 
bring your children with you; this is a 
group for parents, caretakers and family 

only. 
 

For more information, please call 
323-669-2390. 

The Transgender Youth Leadership Project 
 

invites all 
 

transgender youth ages 13-24 
 
to participate in weekly educational workshops! 
 
You will be $$$ compensated $$$ for your time. 
 
 
When:  Every Wednesday 
Time:  6:00pm - 7:30pm 
Location:  5000 Sunset Blvd, 

4th floor conference room 
 
For more information please contact 
Alexis Rivera at 323-660-2450 ext. 5983 
or e-mail at arivera@chla.usc.edu 

Gwen Araujo Justice for Victims Act 
Becomes Law! 
Sep. 28, 2006 
 
San Francisco, CA – The nation’s first bill to address use of panic 
strategies, the Gwen Araujo Justice for Victims Act (AB 1160), was 
signed into law today by California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
Authored by Assemblywoman Sally Lieber and sponsored by Equality 
California, the bill puts California firmly on record as opposing a 
defendant’s use of societal bias against their victim in order to decrease 
their own culpability for a crime. 
 
“I’m overjoyed that the Governor saw fit to recognize that our state is 
one in which every person, including my daughter and other transgender 
people, must be valued," said Sylvia Guerrero, mother of Gwen Araujo. 
"My family and friends received a life sentence when Gwen was 
murdered. This victory means that our loss is making a difference, 
though, because we’re helping to prevent any other family from going 
through the same pain and misery." 
 
Gwen Araujo, the bill’s namesake, was a 17 year old Newark, CA 
transgender teen who was murdered by four men in 2002. Three of the 
men utilized panic strategies when on trial for her murder in 2004. 
A 2005 Fresno County case against the killer of another transgender 
person, Joel Robles, ended in an alarming 4 year plea bargain. 
Newspaper reports quoted an Assistant District Attorney as attributing 
the light sentence, in part, to threatened use of panic strategies. 

PFLAG’s Top 10 Tips for Parents of 
Children Expressing Gender Variance: 
 
1. Continue providing your child with 

unconditional love. 
2. Your child has every good chance of 

growing up to be an exceptional and 
successful person. 

3. Your child does not experience their 
gender as others may see them. 

4. If you feel overwhelmed, get support. 
You are not alone! 

5. It's not important right now where your 
child is going to "end up" related to 
gender. 

6. Don't think GAY. 
7. This isn't about anything you've done 

"wrong." 
8. This is significant and your child takes it 

very seriously. 
9. Place your child's needs above your 

concerns about what others will think. 
10. Research indicates that gender identity 

variance in children is a medical 
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Sodom, Sodomy, Sodomite, Sodomize 
By: Dr. Rembert Truluck 
http://www.whosoever.org/v4i1/sodomy.html 
Whosoever - An Online Magazine For Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered Christians 
 
Sodomy, sodomite, and sodomize are words that never appear anywhere in the Bible.  
 
BIBLE TRANSLATIONS ARE WRONG. 
 
In the original text of the Bible, a sodomite is simply someone who lived in Sodom, including Lot and his family. Where the King 
James Version uses the term "sodomite" in Deuteronomy 23:17; 1 Kings 14:24; 15:12; 22:46; 2 Kings 23:7, there is no mention of 
Sodom or the word "sodomite" in the original text. The "sodomite" hoax is an infected blister on the Bible. Words that mislead and 
offend and destroy need to be cut out so that healing can happen.  
 
The New Revised Standard Version translation (1989) used "sodomites" in 1 Corinthians 6:9 for "arsenokoitai" where the 1971 
"second edition" used "sexual perverts". Many famous Greek scholars challenged the use of "sodomites" in 1 Corinthians 6:9, but the 
New RSV still appears in plain texts and in study Bibles (such as The New Oxford Annotated Bible) with the incorrect "sodomites" 
glaring painfully and inaccurately from the page.  
 
Giving a homophobic twist to "Sodom" to create the verb "sodomize" took great care and deliberation. The abusive anti-gay slang 
language that modern scholarship has imported into Bible translations is "the abomination that makes desolate" for millions of 
closeted homosexual Christians who love God and follow Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life.  
 
Homophobia is based on fear, which is based on ignorance. Ignorance about sexual orientation is based on distortions and perversions 
of biblical words and phrases. John the Baptist said concerning abusive oppressive religion: "The axe is already laid at the root of the 
trees" (Matthew 3:10). Jesus said the same things in Matthew 7:15-23, where he cried out: "Beware of the false prophets, who come 
to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves." Then Jesus called abusive religious leaders "rotten trees bearing bad 
fruit." A lot of rotten religious timber has to fall before our community will be free from the perverted use of the Bible and religion 
against us. 
 
 
From the editor: 
 
Another year comes to an end. It's a time of celebration and it's a time for families to come together. While you are 
(hopefully) enjoying Chanukah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, Solstice, or another special event with your loved ones, I'd like to 
remind you of the plight of same-sex binational couples who might not be so lucky to spend ANY day together here in the 
United States. 
 

"There are no immigration benefits available to [gays] based on their  relationship. 
With that said, there's certainly nothing that says a U.S. citizen cannot move to another country." 
 

--Chris Bentley spokesman for the Department of Homeland Security's 
Citizen and Immigration Services, LA Weekly, January 9, 2004 

 
Nothing has changed since January 2004. No, not true. Many more lesbian/gay U.S. citizens have been forced to leave 
this country in order to stay together with their same-sex loved ones. Others broke up because they couldn't deal with the 
intense stress, hopelessness, and financial burden of keeping a binational relationship alive. 
 

Please keep in mind that, no matter HOW many laws we pass in regard to domestic partner benefits, none of those help 
same-sex binational couples because they are already denied the simple right to live together here in the U.S. 
 

These holidays I'll be thinking again of Scott, a 61-year-old U.S. citizen who had to move to China (!!!) in order to be with 
his partner. He moved eleven years ago, leaving his two adult sons behind. Isn't it shameful for this country that stands for 
freedom, liberation, and democracy to force its own citizens to choose between country and life partner? 
 

Please take a look at the heart-wrenching stories – Family, Unvalued - collected and compiled by the Human Rights 
Watch in collaboration with Immigration Equality. You can read it online or download the publication for free as a pdf at 
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2006/us0506/index.htm  
 
 

Wishing all of you a happy New Year! 


